NOTEBOCK
Eyes wi de shut
By Lewis H. Lapham

( Extract from Harper's Magazine / February 2006 )

Staged annually in Ansterdamin | ate Novenber, the International Docunentary
Festival is the preem nent trade showin its class and category, not as

gl anorous as the sumer novie festival in Cannes but equivalent in the weight of
its judgment and the worth of its good opinion..... Nearly all of the filns had
come to Ansterdamin conmpany with their directors, producers, caneranen, sound
technicians; a crowd of maybe 2,200 people fromall points of the geopolitica
conpass (Holland, Italy, Japan, Hungary, the United States)....... Bel i evi ng
that inpartial objectivity was attainable only by a roul ette wheel or God, they
brought their docunentaries in the formof essays, some of them conceived as a
search for personal neaning, others as political tracts or works of revisionist
hi story. Nino Kirradze, the French director of The Pipeline Next Door, a film
about the building of an oil pipeline across the Caucasus Muntains-told both
fromthe point of view of the British petrol eum engi neers |aying the pipe and
fromthat of the Ceorgian farners through whose village the pipe was being | aid-
i kened herself to the novelist who seeks to turn a press release into a story,
as opposed to the journalist who seeks to turn a story into a press rel ease.
Sami ra Goetschel, an Iranian woman living in Toronto, said that she had nade her
film Qur Om Private Bin Laden (a brief history of Arerica's foreign policy in
Central Asia), "for an audience of one." Keep faith with your own thought, your
own experience, she said, and you have a chance of telling the truth.



